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The diagnosric significance of a derection of toxoplesms-soecsiic 
IgA-antibodies in sera of HlV-infected persons and AIDS-patients 

A. HASSL and H. ASPÖCK 

Due to a heavily dela yed and weakened answe r of th e humora l immu ne systern mo st 
cases the laboratory diagno sis of to xoplas rnosis mal' be diff icul t in HIV infect ed persons, 
Onl y a corubinarion of different techniques for direcr as as indirect detec rion of the 
para site or its merabolic produ cts 0 r itS DN A leads ro sarisfying diagnosnc resulrs. In a 
screeni ng invesrigation the qu esti c n sho uid be answered rerrospectively w hethe r rhe derec­
rion of sp ecific an ribo dies is of any diagnosr ic significance for a disco very of an acure 
toxoplasrnosi s H1V positi ve person s, 

Wi th in a p ericd of 15 mo nrhs HIV infecred pe rsons (0 age: 3 6,6 y; ca. 35 % AIDS) 
were conr in uou siy (0 211 days} supervised by dif ferent rechniques fo r the deve lopment of 
an acute roxoplasm osis; 2 62 1 sera we re invest igated fo r their contenr of specific 19A anti­
bodies by a catching an t ibod y-ELJSA (ETI -TOXOK -A; Sorin, Saluggia, 1.). Out o f the 415 
(56% ) with T oxoplasma infecre d per sons 68 de veloped acute infecrion, 13 
prirnary infe ctions and 28 reacrivarion s o f these acure cases with altogerhe r at 19 
pulmonary and 17 cerebr al infecrions co uld be followed up serologically. 

In sera of pers ons wirheut or w ith lat ent infec tions IgA resrs gave negative results, 
whereas specific IgA antibodies usu aily in low titre s were found in abour 60 % of rhe sera of 
pati en rs with acute infecti on s, TIIe rypical course of the rirre in reactivared infecrions clearly 
diff ers from rhat primary infecrions, surprisingly there is no differen ce wir hin the va rious 
clmical forms o f roxoplasrno sis. We co uld not find any correlation tu a IgM production or 
to other serologieal p arameter l10r did we deteet an y high rit re 
knuw n in G or M. Tb e po sitive predictive value of the IgA detecrioll seerns to he ratber high , 
yet the is 10w in of primary infectio ns the immu ne response is del ayed. 

Thus, a deteetio n of specifi c JgA anribo dies may represent a useful rool fo r an acquisition 
of additional information in labarato ry diagn osis of toxoplasmo sis in HlV persons. 
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Comparison of different Babesia canis isolates in ELISA and immulloblot 

SUSANN HAUSCHILD, P. SHAYAN, a nd E. 

Differe nt Babesia iso lates from Hungary, France, Egypt and Sou th were 
compared in EUSA and Jmm unobl ot. An tigens were fro m merozoi tes of each 
isolate. Antiser a fro m dogs infected with the dIfferent Babesia isolates fra m Hungary, 
France, Egypt and South Africa were the respect ive showed 
dearly higher ti ters w hen the H ung arian was used. 1l1e o ther three antigens reacted 

sens it ive ag ains [ hom ologou$ and hetero logous anri sera. Sera with 10w titers 
were likely to be fa lse negati ve. 

SDS-l'a ges made fro rn rhe antigens and "Egypr'- and blotted with am i­
sera of tbe iso la[e from hanee. The same antigen sbowed vari ations of the bands when 
blotted with sera from do gs. Variations occured when the immunoblot 
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Eimeria bo vis merozoi 
epitopes 

ANDREA HEJSE, F.J­
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